[Invasion of poststyloid space and metastasis of deep upper cervical lymph node in nasopharyngeal carcinoma].
From March 1985 to September 1988, 38 out-patients with nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC), proven by pathology and examined by CT scan or MRI with involvement of deep upper cervical lymph nodes larger than 2 cm, were treated. The invasion of the poststyloid space is probably caused by metastases of the lymph nodes deep-seated in the neck and not by direct infiltration of the primary tumor. In TNM staging, it should be considered as N1, but not T3. As to the design of radiotherapy for these cases, the upper margin of the cervical field should be moved up to the level of the external auditory meatus in order to encompass the base of the skull. If lymph nodes in the mastoid cells on the same side are involved, beta-beams with energy not lower than 15 Mev should be used to ensure enough dose in the target volume.